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What is a connected educator?

You know that the world is changing...

New and emerging Web technologies are connecting our children in ways 

never before possible. !rough blogs, social networking sites, multimedia 

and other Web 2.0 tools, their world is becoming more and more net-

worked and participatory. Your students spend time every day in virtual 

environments that are highly engaging and encourage creative thinking 

and problem solving. !ey frequently participate in games and social me-

dia where they routinely acquire and apply knowledge and collaborate with 

friends.

…but schools are not.

Schools have by and large been resistant to these shi"s. Yet, this networked 

landscape of learning challenges you to re-envision what you do in your 

school and classroom, or risk growing irrelevance in your students’ lives. 

At the core of this challenge is how you and I, as educators, realize the po-

tentials of these technologies in our own professional and personal learn-

ing practice as educators.

If you want to become a 21st century connected educator — and prepare 

iGeneration students for an exciting but unpredictable future — you #rst 

have to become a 21st century learner. !at’s right. !e “connected learner” 

is YOU. To become a connected educator, you must �rst become a con-

nected learner. 

!ink about it. Kids today seem to have been born with chips in their 

heads. !ey’ve grown up with remote control everything, smart phones, 

constant communication, and instant access to information in entertain-

ing formats. Almost everywhere they go they are connected, engaged and 

plugged in. !rough various social media, their worlds are becoming more 

and more networked, creating environments for learning and collaborating 

that look very little like the classrooms in which you and I grew up.

What is a connected learner?

Connected learners develop networks and co-construct knowledge from 

wherever they live. Connected learners collaborate online, use social media 

to interact with colleagues around the globe, engage in conversations in 
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safe online spaces, and bring what they learn online back to their class-

rooms, schools, and districts. 

Within these connections and networks, the complexity of learning and 

teaching becomes more apparent, and educators deepen their understand-

ing. As networks and available knowledge expand and grow, and educators 

make additional connections, a more accomplished global teacher practice 

evolves—a practice that continually focuses on maximizing student learn-

ing and staying current with knowledge about learning. 

 

A new culture emerges as teachers shi" away from a paradigm of isola-

tion and closed doors. Connected learners share a deep commitment to 

understanding ideas related to teaching and learning. Conversations turn 

to topics of practice rather than to the sta$ room complaints and rumors 

that too o"en occupy faculty members’ time and energy. As educators grow 

into connected learners, they not only start to ask more critical questions 

of each other related to practice, but they also begin to actively listen and 

closely attend to varied perspectives that may help the community of learn-

ers to move forward. 

 

We could argue collaborative problem solving in real time is a new peda-

gogy of connected learning, just one of many that surface when we are 

thinking about learning in an open, connected culture. George Siemens 

describes the way we learn in networks as a form of knowledge exchange, a 

collecting and curating of stories and ideas, a way#nding, a #guring it out 

through collective activities like crowdsourcing. !is is a leveraging of the 

wisdom of the crowd and their resources through the various social sites to 

which we belong (Siemens, 2005a). 

What is a personal learning network?

Educators have always had learning networks—colleagues from whom 

they learn and with whom they share. O"en those networks were small, 

determined to a great extent by physical location. More recently, with the 

availability of technology to make connections and to extend learning, the 

physical boundaries of the past have been erased and the possibilities for 

connecting and learning have expanded. !ose global connections that 

reach literally around the world are a personal learning network or PLN.
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A personal learning network consists of the connections an educator 

makes to extend learning; the environments and spaces created as they #nd 

their colleagues or mentors. PLNs can be viewed as a reciprocal learning 

system, in which educators participate by sharing and then learn from 

others who share with them. PLNs become the personalized classrooms 

and curriculum where educators connect around ideas for which they are 

passionate. Everyone may connect to di$erent people as the building of the 

network is a series of self directed, independent learning experiences. !e 

growing and nurturing of a PLN is a complex process in which educators 

develop the literacy of #nding trusted sources in a safe, e$ective and ethical 

way.  In that end, PLNs are the creation of personal learning spaces and en-

vironments; they have the potential to profoundly impact both professional 

and personal learning. PLNs focus on individual needs, interests, conversa-

tions, and learning. Interestingly enough, learning in networks connects 

the learner to learning objects as o"en as it does people. An RSS stream or 

news feed (authored by many) can be part of a personal learning network.

Will Richardson, parent, educator, speaker, blogger and author of Personal 

Learning Networks - Using the power of connections to transform education, 

has some additional thoughts on personal learning networks in this video, 

which is one of 39 interviews at !e Brainwaves.



Connected Educator Starter Kit 9

A day in the life of a connected educator

All these concepts might sound like abstract ideas that seem appealing, but 

how does this play out in real life? Check out this compelling infographic 

complete with a play-by-play of a day in the life of a connected educator. 

Click the graphic to view the entire thing!

Connected learning principles

!e Digital Media & Learning Research Hub has come up with a set of 

connected learning principles, design principles, and core values for re-

imagining the experience of education in the information age. Read their 

connected learning principles and become familiar with these concepts. 

Recommended reading

Browse this list of books o"en most read by connected educators. See what 

sparks your interest, and dive in to the mind of a connected educator.

!at’s it for day one. Tomorrow: what is Web 2.0?


